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“I witnessed the reality of this humiliation in domestic settings on which the contempt of an occupying
force had been visited. I witnessed it at checkpoints, I heard it in the numerous recitations of personal
experiences across all classes, in numerous episodes, on the campus of Bir Zeit university. Most
depressing of all, I read it in the eyes of the young where humiliation had hardened into a resolve not to
abandon that ineffable possession, dignity, the loss of which would finally affirm the nullification of
their human status. Most frightening of all, I saw it congealed into a hard, cold, unremitting hatred.”
Climate of Fear, Lecture 4: The Quest for Dignity, 2004
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