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The country has three federal and 120 regional prisons. There also are many unofficial
detention centers throughout the country, including in Dedessa, Bir Sheleko, Tolay, Hormat,
Blate, Tatek, Jijiga, Holeta, and Senkele. Most are located at military camps. Prison and pretrial
detention center conditions remained harsh and in some cases life threatening. Severe
overcrowding was common, especially in sleeping quarters. The government provided
approximately eight birr ($0.50) per prisoner per day for food, water, and health care. Many
prisoners supplemented this with daily food deliveries from family members or by purchasing
food from local vendors. Medical care was unreliable in federal prisons and almost nonexistent
in regional prisons. Water shortages caused unhygienic conditions, and most prisons lacked
appropriate sanitary facilities. Many prisoners had serious health problems in detention but
received little treatment. In April an Italian citizen died after receiving allegedly substandard
medical treatment in Kality prison. At year’s end there were an estimated 86,000 persons in
prison, of whom 2,474 were women and 546 were children incarcerated with their mothers.
Juveniles were sometimes incarcerated with adults who were awaiting execution. Male and
female prisoners generally were separated. Authorities generally permitted visitors. In some
cases family visits to prisoners were restricted to a few per year.
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("M.102:2007:76 58)Warlords can also use identity construction in order to create new
identities with warrior names for child soldiers or adult soldiers who are recruited to their
networks as if to throw off the ties of family tradition. This reconstruction of identities is
thought to make them less responsible for terrible conducts and more effective fighters, as their
traditional social context is cut off (MacKinlay, 2007, p.58).The media has produced several
stories about these young soldiers with new warrior names who often dress up in attires like
wigs and gowns to further distance themselves from their former social identity and context:
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