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Captain Hozier, laid mines under the gate and other defenses, as well as Tewadros’s artillery which had
been cast with great difficulty by Emperor’s European artisans. The fort was the blown up. The Emperor’s
palace and other buildings, including the church of Medhane Alem, were next set of fire. . . . spread quickly
from habitation to habitation and set a heavy cloud of dense smoke which could be seen for many miles.
... Three thousand houses & a million combustible things were burning.
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