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... "In other words, what is at stake is the place that should be assigned to the “people’s fundamental
freedoms and rights” enshrined in the constitution, collective rights. How can the country make the
transition from a bogus and ethnically weighted federalism to real decentralization, which would bring
about a more authentic and ethnically fairer federalism, or even confederalism? The immemorial
“national question” remains as acute as ever: what will the name Ethiopia come to refer to? In other
words, why should and how can an Ethiopian state exist, and on what basis? What will the name
Ethiopia come to refer to?

"This question has deep historical roots. From the mid-nineteenth century onwards, the economic
centre of gravity shifted from the North — Abyssinia — towards the Centre. But power always remained
Abyssinian. At stake in the current crisis is a historic break that would also shift power to the Centre,
i.e. to Oromya. Despite their internal divisions, this claim unites the vast majority of Oromo, justified
by their numbers and their major contribution to the economy. It is generally agreed that a genuine

application of the constitution would be sufficient for this claim to be satisfied."!
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Shamir of Dhu-Raydan and Himyar had called in the help of the clans of Habashat for war against the
kings of Saba ...2
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‘al-Habasha...is a vast country, namely the kingdom of Saba from which the queen of the South came
to Solomon, the son of David the king’Z

DL ATICT A+lA9P:

V14 A (4 AC 1@+ 040 Wt 1@< PR, T YT PRRTTY AT AAIPY? AFL ParaF@- hH AIC
1@-::

PN TTSLCT 2247 @L AMCEE AAN TLPAz ATCXE et AdheT £40 AZLINGT o+ MNP
T F6LCh av(ing:

PR CoL0 PaNCTT

A8 ADCAD-L7 ASTNMC (APPNT ovf QAQ Ot Gavt Uit (PHSG W& (U AP0 oo hoot 1897)
PALHTFLT THA” ALAMTP0 CMC LA 104D LAASEN DL P& QUC ot AA AN ACNT 104D+ £F¢h
Ahé@ ZCH2L 0 (1P QWC THFD: L7 (X chG ANFCT AAGA: ATV (A (&g ANl

About opposite the Homeritae on the opposite mainland dwell the Aethiopians who are called
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Auxomitae, because their king resides in the city of Auxomis. And the expanse of sea which lies
between is crossed in a voyage of five days and nights, when a moderately favouring wind blows. For
here they are accustomed to navigate by night also, since there are no shoals at all in these parts; this
portion of the sea has been called the Red Sea by some. For the sea which one traverses beyond this
point as far as the shore and the city of Aelas has received the name of the Arabian Gulf, inasmuch as
the country which extends from here to the limits of the city of Gaza used to be called in olden times
Arabia, since the king of the Arabs had his palace in early times in the city of Petrae. Now the harbour
of the Homeritae from which they are accustomed to put to sea for the voyage to Aethiopia is called
Bulicas; and at the end of the sail across the sea they always put in at the harbour of the Adulitae. But
the city of Adulis 1s removed from the harbour a distance of twenty stades (for it lacks only so much of

being on the sea), while from the city of Auxomis it is a journey of twelve days.§
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