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“...in a series of speeches, Botha seemed to try to direct the country into reformist paths and
away from the racial “Apartheid”.... What is certain is that his idea of ‘healthy power sharing’
meant he would cling to ‘group rights’ as a means of maintaining White control, which he
claimed was still in the best interests of South Africa....A changing and increasingly volatile
South African society led to the civil insurrection of 1984 and its repercussions around the
country. Botha’s response was the repression of activists and liberation movements under a
state of emergency. The reform policy stagnated....” The Historical Significance of South
Africa’s Third Force, Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol. 24, No.2. (Jun., 1998), pp. 261-
299.
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“In April 1986, the State Security Council had endorsed guidelines for a strategy for counter-
revolutionary war which, among other things, emphasised that the forces of revolution should
not be combatted by the security forces alone, but also by ‘anti-revolutionary groups such as
Inkatha ... as well as the ethnic factor in South African society’. In the following months,
specifically ethnic organisations were armed and trained in KwaZulu and Ciskei, while anti-
ANC groups in other places were encouraged and armed in the form of kitskonstabels or
special policemen and vigilantes.... In effect, military units, which had carried out the
destabilisation of neighbouring countries, were now implementing similar strategies at home,
on the instructions of the State President, the State Security Council and the head of the [South
Africa Defense Force]”

Journal of Southern African Studies, Vol. 24, No.2. (Jun., 1998), pp. 261-299
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