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AGPGC OHT 9°79° AT ATO(L ePhhabdamd®: The root causes that prompted popular
resistance for the past two years remain intact.
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AP January 3, 2018 “In a surprise move, Ethiopia’s leader on Wednesday
announced plans to drop charges against political prisoners and close a notorious
prison camp in what he called an effort to “widen the democratic space for all.”
This is the first time the government has acknowledged holding political
prisoners.” gu PPheE AO-rt PP 291,300 U-ed° 070t AT Adok 10+
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“Ethiopia has finally acknowledged that it holds political prisoners. Now, the
government should quickly follow through on its commitments to release them
and close a prison camp notorious for torture. If Ethiopia is to remain a strong U.S.
partner and a source of stability in a dangerous region, the government must
respect the rights of the Ethiopian people.”
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Foreign Affairs Committee unanimously passed a resolution in July condemning
excessive use of force by Ethiopian security services that has resulted in the
deaths of protesters, and the wrongful detainment of journalists, students,
activists and political leaders.”

(taeade: hgorr A740 NaPh: “While Ethiopia’s government” has announced that it will
release all political prisoners and is “closing down one of its torture camps, is a
step in the right direction— all human rights violations by the Ethiopian
government must come to an end. The Ethiopian government has engaged in
terrorist acts against its own people and such behavior is unacceptable and | will
continue, as | have, to make sure that the United States holds the Ethiopian



government responsible for all of its promises in respecting the human rights of all
of the Ethiopian people.”
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